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College shows why the arts deserve a place on the curriculum

Tottenham students showcase  
creative flair at festival

tudents in Tottenham wowed 
audience members at last 
month’s Haringey Unchained 

Arts Festival with performances 
that combined dance and poetry. 
 The festival took place at Haringey 
Sixth Form College and was organ-

ised by Angela Smith and Camilla 
Stanger, who are both teachers at 
the school and who lead the Har-
ingey Unchained and the WeMove 
enrichment initiatives. 
 Haringey Unchained and WeMove 
are collectives of students who show- 

case the creative talent of their col-
lege by producing and promoting 
dance, poetry, short fiction and oth-
er forms of creative writing.
 Angela Smith, English teacher and 
Haringey Unchained coordinator 
explained why the enrichment ac-
tivities are such an important part 
of the students’ educational expe-
rience: “I think it stems from a po-
sition of respect for them. 
 “The Haringey Unchained initia-
tive enables and allows the young 
people that we work with to know 
that their voices matter, that the 
things they want to say matter. That 
then leads to them being able to do 
things they never thought they could 
do, challenging themselves and 
pushing themselves, which then ex-
tends into their experience of school 
and education and the curriculum. 
 “So this freedom and this respect 
we give them within the enrichment 
[group] enables them to develop the 

motivation and interest to achieve 
anything in their lives after it.”
 The festival took place on 22nd 
June with guests including the 
dance company Boy Blue Enter-
tainment and writer and illus-
trator Nick Hayes. Students were 
given the opportunity to ask ques-
tions and received advice from 
the guest speakers in a speed dat-
ing-style workshop. 
 Fatouma is a student at the sixth 
form and also a member of the Har-
ingey Unchained group. She ex-
plained what the initiative has meant 
to her as a young person in Totten-
ham: “Because the arts are being 
cut from our curriculum it’s very 
important that we do have a place 
to express ourselves through art. 
 “It helps with our mental health as 
well, and as a form of stress relief… 
It has actually helped me a lot with 
stress. If I’m feeling stressed I don’t 
normally just bottle everything in, 

I’ll write it down on paper or I’ll draw 
something. I feel as though Haring-
ey Unchained really does provide us 
an amazing opportunity.”
 Haringey Unchained, and the 
WeMove dance enrichment, have 
until this point been run mainly as 
extra-curricular activities, involv-
ing Smith, Stanger and other prac-
titioners volunteering endless hours 
of their own time to run them. The 
college has recognised the value the 
groups have brought to the students 
and has recently allowed some of 
the teachers to dedicate a portion 
of their working week to develop 
the project further.

S Read a selection of work produced 
by students from Haringey Unchained 
on the following page and visit the 
blog below for the full collection. 

Visit https://haringeyunchained.
wordpress.com/

Students pick up top tips to improve their writing skills"Credit Haringey Unchained

By Anna Merryfield  
and Ellie Rae Ward

LESSONS: 15.30 Till 18.00 DBS REGISTERED

NOTE BY NOTE
Music Academy & Workshops

07840772202  /  info@notebynote.co.uk  /  www.notebynote.co.uk
The Basement, 399 High Road, Tottenham, London N17 6QN

Easy Access: Train Station: Bruce Grove Underground: Seven Sisters - Victoria Line
Buses: 123, 149, 243, 259, 279, 318, 341, 349, 476, W4

Piano
Guitar
Violin
Flute
Singing

Clarinet
Trumpet
Saxophone
Cello
Drums

Prices From: £15 Per Session

Ages From: 3 - 18

Grade 1 - 8

Saturday Classes

No Previous Knowledge

Music Theory

Limited Spaces Call
Now!

FIND
US ON

Advertisement

Studio 38, 639 Enterprise Centre, High Road, Tottenham, London, N17 8AA

18:00 Till 20:30

Advertisement

SolicitorsWilsons:
Believe in justice for all

Call us today to make an appointment.

We can help you in your family, 
immigration and public law cases.  
We offer expert assistance, a sound and 
practical approach, and competitive fees.

Public Law: calling the state to account we 
specialise in actions against the Home Office,  
inquests and community care. Legal aid available.

Family: divorce, injunctions, cases involving children, 
social services involvement and financial settlements.

Immigration: All areas including EEA, family life  
and student/work/business visas at all levels.

For public law call Penny on 020 8885 7924

For immigration call Dionne on 020 8885 7979

For family call Mavis on 020 8885 7986
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11“Hunger and poverty cuts across borders.” 
On the frontline of Haringey Foodbank

Students from Haringey Sixth  
Form College’s creative writing group  
Haringey Unchained share a selection  
of their poetry.

Identity
by Fatouma

You say lead and
people say follow.

Everything you do, speak and wear
will be accounted for that moment,
any moment, despite the saying:
           
"“Only God and nobody else can judge you,”

because society has constructed an ideology, 
a fixed norm from which you cannot deter.

Social stigma is attached to everything, 
insulting me about my own identity 
by fools who only make me prouder and stronger
about the rich blood that flows through my body,
full of the rich history, culture and language
that my ancestors fought for by forging empires and
great nations to mark their place in history. 

Not to be mocked
but to be feared.
Not to be forgotten
but to be remembered.

Time 
by Ozge

I told myself it was time
Time to let go
Time to move on.

Little did I know my heart would refuse, 
Pounding at my chest
Clawing its way out to meet you.
Our eyes would meet.
Being me, I’d turn away coyly
While your gaze stood still
Seeing right through my facade.

I thought what we had was powerful
We could destroy the gods if we wanted to
although maybe it was all in my head.
Maybe I was deceived by my own needs
Because I struggle even still to understand
Why you did the things you did, 
Said the things you said.
It contradicted everything I knew about love
But then again, what did I know?

I told myself it was time
Time to let go
Time to move on.

Because as moments passed 
Your gaze began trailing away, 
your eyes began meeting hers.
If only you would have said from the beginning
You had no interest from the start
Maybe then my heart would stop pounding
Knowing it is already torn apart. 

In Love With The Absence Of A Man
by Zubeyde

Those eyes made of steel
were once full of holiness you were baptised in, 
the bleakness within her veins would scream out
for the ones who dared say her name.
She was once a being with air that was untouched,
a gentle grip would mould into a mark of love.
She loved no more than herself,
but with eyes like fire and hair full of liars,
she would become one with what is left of a molten wire.
Skin that was as fair as freshly falling snow,
would quickly melt into a pile of vile dread,
lips that resembled a rose would quickly die
into the sharp edges of a tongue that
only knew how to spit out words.
Her reflection grew colder with the passing days,
days that were full of rejection of herself,
the mirror no longer a companion but
a nightmare that wore white silk to tempt her longing stares. 
Her look so wild she froze those around her to stone
with one flick of an eyelash that was barely holding on.
They whisper about self-love and 
how it heals the rot within torn bones, 
how it has the magic to cure an illness that
found a home within your soul.
But when faced with one’s love to themselves
they forget how to cherish it within veins
that were once screaming out for them to only love themselves.
She was ripped apart with a curse
that had sharp nails and teeth to match
because she knew her self-worth without the need of a man
whose voice only echoed within the needs of his own hollow bones.

Squad goals: Haringey Unchained writers"Credit Haringey Unchained


