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ARTS & CULTURE

“This is not only art: this is community spirit”
Review of Where They From? – WeMove Dance at Haringey Sixth Form College

wo young black men attempt 
to escape an increasingly 
brutal stop and search. Four 

friends bond over the ritual of getting 
ready for a big night out. A ballet 
class is transformed by a break-out 
Afrobeats performance. A group of 

strangers sit at a bus stop, nursing 
their inner demons and searching 
for a sense of connection...
 These are some of the moments ex-
plored in ‘Where They From?’ a dance 
theatre production exploring “what 
happens behind closed doors” in Tot-
tenham, devised by young people  
from Gladesmore Community School 
in collaboration with WeMove Dance 
at Haringey Sixth Form College. 

 The company of ten young dancers, 
aged 13 - 15, had worked with pro-
fessional dancers, supported by 
teachers and former students from 
WeMove Dance, to develop a piece 
looking at the sometimes troubling, 
sometimes uplifting and sometimes 
quite ordinary realities of living in 
Tottenham in 2018. 
 As well as wishing to counter “ste-
reotypical” narratives around Tot-
tenham seen in the national news, 
the young people said they wanted to 
“take the audience on a roller coaster of 
emotion”, using dance and site-specific 
promenade theatre as their art form. 
 And that they did! This ambitious 
and (quite literally) moving pro-
duction was performed around 
various spaces in Haringey Sixth 
Form College on Monday 16th July 
the audience included family, peers, 
teachers, and former staff and stu-
dents from Haringey Sixth Form who 
now work in the performing arts in-
dustry. Each of the three performanc-
es were followed by a post-show dis-
cussion, which key spokespeople 
from the company handled with 
maturity and a great deal of insight. 
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 Two things emerged loud and clear 
throughout the performances and 
post-show discussions: the power 
of young people’s creative voices to 
provoke thought, and the deep sense 
of community in Tottenham.
 Performers
“... we made this performance to 
show what really happens in Tot-
tenham and shed light on how Tot-
tenham isn’t a place where every-
thing is dull and gloom and a bad 
place: yes, it has some negatives 
but there’s a lot more positives ...” 
– Kelis Maxwell, Performer.
“This show was important because 
as young people, we can tell our story 
in the way it is viewed by us, not by 
the police or parents or the media.”
– Ketsia Bernard, Performer.
Audience 
“You could see how much effort and 
thought the young people had put in, 
and it surprised me how much they 
had acknowledged about their local 
area.” – Makesha Ansell, Parent  
of Performer. 
 “The show was absolutely amazing 
- not what I expected to see at all. Not 
because of any doubt about their 

talent, but because they’re students 
aged 13-15 and the piece they put to-
gether was so creative that I almost 
couldn’t believe their age. It truly 
blew me away.” – Marvin Camp-
bell, lead pastoral staff, Glades-
more Community School.
 “What an amazing evening. This is 
one of the most ambitious and ex-
uberant performances by a group 
of young people that I’ve ever seen. 
This is not only art: it is collective 
and community spirit.” – Dr Vivi-
enne Ekwulugo, lead performer 
Thriller Live, West End and Lec-
turer of Education, IOE.
 “I really enjoyed the sense of creativ-
ity throughout the show - especially 
as the voices of young people are so 
often ignored, so seeing them being 
broadcast and celebrated so clearly 
was refreshing and encouraging.”
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